* have thus far co-operated with me, 1 was will-
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WM. M. OVERTON. CH. MAURICE SMITH,
AND BEVERLEY TUCKEL.
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THURSDAY MORNING, DE(. 20, 1855,

CONGRESS.

The Seuate trunsacted but little business of
public interest.

The House voted twice for Speaker, but with
no defipite result. A proposition to elect a
presiding officer by ballot met with but liule
favor, it having been lnid on the table by a
vote of two hundred and thirteen ngainst seven.
The time was principally occupied in debate—
members availing themselvesof the opportunity
presented for defining their positions.

ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE—THE
DEMOCRACY AND THE CONSERVA-
TIVE ENOW-NOTHINGS.

The monotony of calling the roll with the
view of electing « Speaker of the House, has
been somewhat relieved for the last day or two
by short and piquant speeches. On Tuesday
& proposition was made by Mr. Walker, of Ala-
bama, who represents the Mobil: district, and
who belongs to the Southern wing of the Know-
nothings, to the following effect ;

“He ealled upon all conservative men, irre-
respective of party, who were aoxious, as he
was, to effect an organization and o preserve
the interests of the country, to meet in
the hall at half-past seven o'clock for the pur
pose of having a conférence, in order to devise
some plan gv which a conservative organiza-
tion of the House might be had.”

This call gave rise to an animated discus-
sion, in which a number of gentlemen partigi-
pated, and in which some sharp but no rude
remarks were made, For some time the dis-
cussion turned on the Pennsylvauia elections,
and was carried on by Pennsylvania members.
The question discussed was the identity of
Know-nothingism and Freesoilism in Pennsyl-
vania, The Houn. J. Glancey Jones represented
the Democratic side of the question in the most
satisfactory manver. He showed himselfl as
quick at repartee as he is forcible in argument.
It was difficnlt to decide whether he excelled
in asking or answering puzzling questions.
But as we published the debate in our last is-
sue, it is needless to refer in detail to it here.

Our present purpose is to offer a few re-
marks in relation to the call which was made
by the member from Alabama, ou “all conser
vative men, irrespective of purty.”” As some
doubt aruse during the discussion in regard to
the precise language employed by that gentle-
man, and in regard to the precise object which
he bad in view, he stated his object and re-
peated his language, as follows :

“What I did say was this—and, in repeating
it, I beg the attention of the House to my words,
and hope that they will be weighed properly:
That, so far as I was concerned, desiring, as |
did, a proper and conservative organization of
this House, and believing, as I did, that I was
expressing the wishes of most of those who

ing, in the event of the House not organizing
to-day, to meet in this hall this evening all the
members of this House who are willing to abide
by the existing laws upon the question of sla-

d to ‘the farther agitation
o'? Enmqu::igf,mh.::e or elsewhere, :gnld who
are prepared to vote for the admission of any
State into this Union, whether that State per-
mits slavery in its constitution or not. These,
I think, were my words.”

Here was a distinet proposition for a mixed
caucus of Democrats and conservative Know-
nothings, made with a view to a conservative
organization.

It is encouragiug to contemplate one aspect
of this proposition. That which denotes that
there are others besides Democrats in the House
of Representatives who will fight fanaticism to
the bitter end, and who will refuse alliance
with any party that is not recognised as con- |
servative in its character. This proposition,or
call,is also highly complimentary to the Demo-
cratic party. True, it does not specifically and \
by name, call upon the Democrats to meet in
conference, but it is easy to show that they and
none others were intended by this proposition,
which came from the Southern wing of the’
Know-nothing party. Of course it could net re-
fer tothe Black Republicans and the Freesoilers.
Nor could it refer to the Northern wing of the
Know-nothings, which is rankly Freesoil, with
a few exceptions, and has long since split off
from the Southern members of that order, It
must have meant, and only meant, the National
Democracy of the House, who have as one man
stood up to the support of their gallant candi-
date, Colonel Richardson, and manfully resist-
ed all the unsound elements arrayed against
them. This is a tribute to the Democracy
which caanot be without its effect upon the
country.

There is, however, another aspect presented
by this proposition to which we shall briefly
address ourselves.

As the Democrats of the House far out-
number the Southern Know-Nothings, and the
few conservative Northern Know-Nothings
who act with them, and as the Democrats
are oniversally acknowledged to be sound and
conservative, is it not unreasouable to expect
them to break up their organization, repudinte
their name, throw away all discipline, sacrifice
their chosen candidate, and go pell-mell into a
cancus with all who choose to meet them ? We
think it is nnreasonable. The few cannot ex-
pect the many to give up to them after such a
fashion. If the Southern Know-Nothings think
that the Democrats are conservative men, that
they are sound on the slavery question—that
question which severed the Northern and South-
ern members of the new order, and in one
moment destroyed its nationality—if they think
these things, then without caucus, eall, or pro-
position, without parley, conference, or hesita-
tion, they ought, as individuals to vote for the
sound, conservative Nationsl Democrat who
is offered to them in the person of Colonel
Richardson.

It is idle to suppose that the well organized, |
firmly cemented Demoeracy of the House, will |
for a moment dream of going into a mixed,
unnamed, uncertain eancos. As Mr. Jones said,
“The Democratic party will meet in no eaucus,

{ zation, of the House, if they cannot con-
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scientiouly aet with any other party and are
helpless and hopeless by themselves, they
ought to cast pride tp the winds, aud come up
like men und co-operate with the Democracy,
without demunding conditions or concessious.
We fear that pride will prevail with them,
and are disposed to believe that the debate
which took place on Tuesday will drive them
still further off.

No man knows what a day or an hour may

briug forth; but the general, almost universal
impression is, that organization is at present an
i possibiliry.

e T ———

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR

FAILURE TO ORGANIZE

There are a great many people who hate the
Democratic party, and who endeavor to hold
it responsible for every bad thing that takes
place in the world. Al Abolitionists, all Free-
soilers, all the advocates of isms, all nnsound
Whigs, and all wosound Kuowmothings,
equally abhor it.  Why it is so, we will not
stop to inguirve, but certain it is that antago-
nistic as the several parties we have named
are to each other, they are ever ready to unite
their forces in order to defeat the Democracy.
It is also certain that they endeavor to hold the
Demoeracy responsible for everything bad that
happens in the political world,

The ery has been raised by the whole
opposition press that the Democrats of the
House of Representatives are responsible for
the failure thus far to organize. Not only
do unsound Whigs and Know-nothings join in
this ery, but, unpleasant to say, even conserva-
tive Whigs and Southern Know-nothings lend
their emphasis to it.

That the Democrats cannot, by themselves,
elect a 8peaker, is plain to all.  That they will
not, and ought not, either divectly or indirectly
aid in the election uf a politieal antagonist, all
Democerats at least will acknowledge, They
are doing the counntry and the Constitntion a
service when they prevent such an election,
particularly when the candidate is altogether
sectional, fanatical, and unsound in his senti-
ments.

But bow are they responsible for the failure
to organize? They do not constitute a ma-
joritys If, as a member 6f Congress said the
other day in some remarks he addressed to the
House, the Demoerats had one majority, the
election would be made at once. The majority
is against them, and surely the majority must,
on all the prineiples of justice and right reason-
ing, be held responsible for the failure to or-
ganize,

The Democracy cannot, for want of nume-
rical force, elect, but they ean prevent an im-
proper election. If it is intended to blame
them for preventing the election of a Free-
soiler, they are willing to take the blame.

THE

“ THE PRESIDENT AND EANSAS.”

The Union copies from the Boston Posf an
article with the above caption, which contains
many good points, but it is ambidextrons—it
is a two-edged sword. It begins with excep-
tionable premises at variance with the conclu-
sions arrived at. We object to the following:

“ The emigrants sent out by the aid company
in a majority of instances were actual bona
fide settlers, determined to make Kansas thgir
future home. The Missourians * frequently'
were mere transient sojourners, with no inten-
tion to become seitlers in Kansas."”

The phraseology is insidious: “ A majority
of the aid company were bona fide settlers fre-
quently; the Missourinns were sojourners.”
We desire to6 know which were the most nu-
merous, the minority of the aid company, or
the “ frequenters" of the Missourians. It is
evident enough which impression is intended.

Again: “The election of members of the
first Territorial Legislature came on. i is
confessed that the Missourians from the border
counties rushed in and overpowered the actual
settlers.”

By whom is this confession made? We have
seen the accounts stating that the Missonrians
went fo loeate with the intention of bringing their
families as soon as practicable; very many,
nearly all, were there long before many of the
aid company had arrived. Objection is made
to the Missourian of two weeks' residence, and
none to the member of the aid society of an
hour's residence. Who was the judge that the
Missourian was not an actual settler in two
weoeks' residence, and the member of the aid
society was an actual settler the day his foot
touched the s0il? Yet such is the distinction
made by the Post and copied by the Union.
While we approve, in the main, the conclusions
of the Post, we differ from it in regard to the
facts upon which it bases its premises.

—— et
Re-election of Senator Madon.

The Pennsylvania of the 18th inst. thus
speaka of the re-election of Senator Mason.

“The Btate of Virginia, true to her old policy
of re-electing her Senators when they are willing
to serve her again, recently elected Hon J. M.
Mason to represent her fur six years longer in
the United States Senate. Mr. Mason is one of
the ablest members of the Senate, and has been
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions for some time. It appears from the papers
of the day, that he has again been selected for
that distinguished post. Virginia sees the pro-
priety of keeping her public servants on the
high road of advancement. This system of
reelecting Benators gives States ‘mmense in-
SMuence in the Councils of the Nation. This
may be seen by adverting to the fact, that the
two Senators of Virginia at this time occupy
two of the most prominent posts of the Senate.
Thus, Mr. Mason is Chairman of Foreign Rela-
tions, and Mr. Hunter, Chairman of the Com-
wittee on Finance.

The changing policy of the Northern and
Middle States, detracta greatly from the strength
and force of these States. The science of
Legislation comes not by intuition. To be
perfected in its details, and to grasp with a
muster mind the diversified interest of a Nation,
requires a long schooling in the public couneils.
It is therefore a prodigious error for these States
Lo pass by men who are eminently qualified by

except & caucus of their own party, npon their
own principles.”

Wea nre glad to know that the conservative
members of the new order are willing even in
a qualified form, to co-operate with ns.  Their
pride exacts conditions, but our integrity as a

long experience to hold sents in the National
Legislature, and send novices there to defend
their State’s multifarious claime, against the
well trained legislative tacticians of the South.
An able Represeutative, in either House of
Congress, ie of inestimable value to the Com.

they think, as they must thiuk, that the Dem-
| ocratic party is right in regard to the organi-

VISIT OF THE AMOSKEAG VETKRANS |
TO THE PRESIDENT,
Colunel Polter, commanding the Velerans,
sddressed the President us follows :
Colouel Potter's Spoech. |

Me. Presipext: Coming, as we do, from
New Hawpshire—the county of Hillsborough,
glorious “Old Hillsborough,” your home—we |
present ourselves before you as your neighbors |
and friends, calling for friendly sulutation and
greeting on our pilgrimage to the tomb of the
“Father of his Country.” We call us veterans—
for what men can better cluiw that title than
those who hail from the land of Blanchard,
Gofle, Rodgers, Stark, the Pierces, father and
song, Miller, sud MeNeil—men whose deeds,
whose nawes, shall be remembered as long as
Lake George, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Bun-
ker Hill, Trenton, Princeton, Bennington, Sa-
ratoga, Monmouth, Y orktown, Nisgara, Lundy's
Lane, Contreras, Chepultepec—uye Mexico—
shall have an existence in fact, iu history, or in
song. :

This meeting is the incident of a lifetime.
To all of us it may be a page of deep-lined his-
tory. lts circumstances—the name of this
corps, Amoskeng Veterans—are suggestive of,
bring up memories of the past of vast interest
and importance. The name is a word in the
language of a people who once held sway over
the entire territory of the central United States.
This nation had its political system, its national
coungils, its kings, and its emperors. Yet, this
peeple, in litle more than two hundred years,
has been, as it weree, swept from the land with
the besom of destrudtion, before the withering
tread of the AngloSaxon. History, imperfect
liistory, and the tradition of a few wundering
and seattered tribes, alone tell of their former,
and now almost forgotten greatuess.
A pew race of men has succeeded them.
Upou their ruins has risen this great Republic.
Their history, together with the history of the
ancient governmeuts of Europe and Asia,
tenches us that their fate may yet be ours,
Distant, far distant, be that day! = But should
it come ; should the time come when the sun
of freedom, that now shines so brightly in our
political firmament, obscured by the murky
clouds of anarchy and confusion, shall set in
everlasting night; and where now is this glori-
ous Constitution, where now is this glorious
Confederacy; where now is this national, sub-
stantial freedom, shall remain only their
shamnm semblance, or shattered fragments,

epend upon it. Mr. President, that history will
note the fact 1hat the mew-of Amoskeag were
found in solid phalanx, and with bauners fly-
ing, doing noble battle for the law, the Consti-
tution, and the Union. Permit me, Mr, Presi-
deut, 1o introduce to you the Amoskeag Vete-
rans, & corps of troops of which 1 glory in be-
ing the commander. ;

The President’s Specch.

The President replied, in substance, as
follows :

Coroxer: I recognise in your corps mem-
bers who were companions u!"my toyhood, and
those. wio have been the constant and cherished
friends of my mature years, and, notwithstand-
ing the martial equipment and bearing of your
fine battalion, I am inclined to gr&eg you and
them rather as citizens than as soldiers, and
rather as personal friends than either. Your
Ems.:nce and your words till my mind and

eart with thoughts and seutiments of home.
Dear old county of Hillshorough! She has
always been full of good meu and good deeds!
Her broken, rugged territory—her true, steady,
intelligent population—how familiar to me
were they all for twenty years of mylife! The
leaping streams and t{;e mountain scenery, so
well known to my childhood, and so attractive
still, are there yet, and will be whan T return to
New Hamgshire to pass the decline of life in
your midst, as I hope in the Providence of God
to do, not without some degree of usefulness,
but the fathers and mothers “of that earlier
period are there no longer. It is sad to know
that the venerable mén of the révolution, whom
We were all accustomed to meet with such re-
spect—may I not say affectionate reverence—
have passed away, and with them the larger
rortion of those who served in the war of 1812,

remember that so late as the year 1824, four-
teen men who fopght at Bunker Hill lived in the
town of my birth, and on one oceasion, at least,
were all assembled around my father's table,
but now I suppose not a single individual in
the county who participated in the battles of
the revolution still survives.

These men gave to the popular heart a tone
which has descended to you, and how far your
presence here to-day, iu this graceful and imn-
ored uniform, is the result of their unseen but

ent influence no man may say. [ think,

owever, that members of your battalion, before
me, who served in the war of 1812, will tell
you that, when you were forming this organi-
zation, they were reminded of companies called
“the alarw lists,” which assembled and drilled
in many parts of New Hampshire during that
war, and which were made up of men who bore
the scars of the revolution,

It is a proud reflection to me, and I am sure
it is to you that you are from a county which
was never found wanting when her sons were
called to meet a foreign foe. You pursue your
daily avocations within sight of the shaft which
rises over the dust of the stern, strong soldier
who, at Bennington, announced in advance,
victory for the colonists or widowhood for
Molly Stark, and you have shown that you are
not insensible to the power of elevated associa-
tion. You honor, by your organization, the
memory of the gallant men wEo have served
and honored not ouly our native céuntry and
our native State, but the whole country,

I welcome you as a type of that citizen
soldiery which constitutes the military strength
of the republic, manifested in every stage of
its history. You are the fit representatives and
the successors of the class of men who won our

junclion with & small but most gallant, scien-|
tific, and thoroughly drilled regular army, upon
which as & nucleus they formed, nobly sustain-

(el beir country's arws, snd made every field

u field of vicmrr. , .

It is beautiful to sce the energies of & mar-
tial people, with such capabilities and resources
for war, devoted to the arts of pesce, It wounld
be fearful to see them exerted in & great strug-
gle of arms, A nation, however, which ean
readily summon to the field five hundred thou-

| sand brave, iur.allilieut, hardy men, accustomed

from boyhood to the saddle, and 1o the use of
the rifle and the musket, is not in & condition
to invite ion by any supposed want of
ability tomt. o 3

I have detained you too long ; but you will
pardon these thoughts, which come to the mind
spontanecusly on an oceasion like this. You
are not unmindful of the dignity and import-
auce of {om- osition as citizen soldiers at a
period when the United States have become
one of the great powers hereafter to direct the
destiny of man. The social position and ele-
vated character of the members of this batta-
lion, the reapect universally accorded to them
at home, cannot fail to animate with a fresh
impulse the volunteer militin of New Hamp-
shire, 1 to you my acknowledgments
for the service you are rendering our native
State in this und in other respects; and I beg
you to accept my cordial thanks for the grati-
fication which your visit affords me personally.
I shall hope to. each and all of you, before
your depn-ture,sﬁt manner less than
the Emnent occasion will admit. Wishing you
the highest degree of enjoyment you can have
uu_ticlipn.tedi,hl ﬂuind to avail myself of the
privi ofien enjayed before, of ing you
idividually by ﬂ;’a and, ik

The following account of the visit of the
“Veterans” to Mount Vernon, and proceedings
there, we take from the correspondence of the
Baltimore Sun, of yesterday. It will be read
with interest, while the day, and its association
will long be cherished in the memories of the
“Stark Veterans.”

At an early hour this morning President
Pierce made a visit to the United gtntes Hotel
and paid his respects to his old friends and
neighbors, the Amoskeag Stark Veterans. He
also extended to them an invitation to dine
with him and his Cabiet Ministers, at the
Mansion, to-morrow afternoon at four o'clock.
The invitation was respectfully declingd, and a
social party to-morrow afternoon substituted.

Our harbor has not looked so gay for a long
time. The steamers and vessels displaying
their national banners whilst other flags, bur-
gees and pendants floated finely in the breeze,

At half-past nine o’clock, the Veterans, with
their celebrated band of music, flags, &e., took
up the line of march in true military style for
the steamer George Washington, under com-
mand of Captain Job Corson. They were also
accompanied by Lieut. Col. Reilly, Major Key.
worth, Adjt. Peter F'. Bacon, Surgeon Duhamel
delegation from the President’s Mounted
Guard, Washington Light Infantry, National
Grey, Scott Guards, German Yagers, and prob-
ably an hundred private citizens. On reach-
ing the wharf such was the degree of inteusity
munifested that the other beautiful steamer the
Thowas Collyer, Captain Gedney, with private
citizens, was brought into requisition and de-
spatched a little in advance.

Oun the wharf the visitors and their associ-
ates were met and cordjally welcomed by that
venerable man, Col. George Washington Parke
Custis, extending both hands with a cordial
welcome to the metropolis of our common
country. This scene was peculiarly affecting.
Here advanced & band of New England's noble-
men—gentlemen of education, quick discern-
ment, wealth and influence. They are for the
first time in their life’s history aboot to tread
the sacred soil of Mount Vernon, s portion of
the Old Dominion. The people of the Middle
States greeted them with evéry demonstration
of kindness. At this point they are welcomed
by the hearts and hands of sixty thousand
people, and now, as they step on board the pdy
steamer, proudly to sail on the beautifal Poto-
mac, they are approached, saluted, and wel-
comed by oue of the most venerated citizens.
The relative and coadjutor of Washington.
The North and the South are one, and we this
day feel ivin our heart of hearts.

Arriving at the Alexandria wharf, an im-
mense crowd flocked hither of all ages and
color, to witness the Amoskeag Veterans; whilst
landing the ::;lesgyed "Hnﬁ Columbia.” The
boat then p to Fort Washington, and
whilst Ianding the band played *Yankee
Doodle.”” Upon landing the Veternns, together
with the citizens, joined in the line of march
and proceeded to visit the Fort—after arriving
there Col. Potter gave orders to break ranks,
and after a‘ruding half an hour in viewing the
buildings, the Company returned to the boat,
and resumed their journey to Mount Ver-
non. The Captain as ustal tolled his bell
npon reaching the home of Washington,
and the band strack up the solemn dirge of the
“ Dead March.” The Company upon landing,
formed in line, and marched up to gaze upon
the place where reststhe mortal remains of
him who was the Father of his Country. The
band then played “ Washington's Grand March.”
The battalion werethen drawn up in a line, and
they marched past the tomb wilh beads un-
covered., .

Col. Potter then addressed his battalion, and
in his remarks alluded to the privilege of being
permitted to gaze upon the place where rests
the remains of him who was “ first in war, first
in peace and first in the hearts of his country-
men.” Hedwelt upon his virtues, and remarked
that he knew “no North, no South, no East,
no West." '

Gen. Geo. W, P. Cunstis, the grand-son and

only surviving relative of Gen. Washington,
was then inttoduced to the Veterans, by Col.

imlegendauce by the first war, who assured it
by the second, and who have more recently
conducted & successful war in a foreign country,
remote from home resources,

The United States have never bad a large
standing army, nor a large fermanent militas
marine. Is the ral:-ub!io, therefore, feeble in o
military sense? Far from it! The fact that
we ure not burdened by taxes for the support
of an immense army and a vest navy, and that
our fixed and ordinary force is apparently
emall, will add immensely to our strength when
the hour to try it shall come.

earts of the nation are not withdrawn from
the cultivation of the arts of peace, to become
& burden on the revenues of the country and

They are engaged in many useful pursuits
of life—in agrienlture, in commerce, in the
learned professions, in reclaiming this conti-
nent of ours to eultivation, to civilization, to
freedom, and thereby carrying the flag and the
fame of the Union to every sen and every clime,
It is nevertheless trne that our citizens,
although peace-loving, and pursning peaceful
pursuits, are, as it were, “born to arms,” and
1o the :Eirit of self-reliant courage, which
teaches their exercise, and of patriotism, which
animaies their use in the cause of the conntry.
Hence it was, as you have suggested, that in
the war of 1776, at Bunker Hill, at Benning-
ton, at Monmouth, at Saratogn, at York-
town, or at King's Mountain, there never
ceased to flock citizen soldiers to repel
invasion ; that in the war of 1812, whether at
the river Thames, or st New Orleans, in the
North or in the South, determined and effec-
tive armies were never wanting to the Union ;
that in the war of 1846, the farmer, the mer-
chant, the mechanie, the lawyer, the physi-
cian, the stat n, emulously roshed to the
field, at the public call, in such numbers that
the question with my friend near me, then
Secretary of War, (Gov. Marey,) was not
whence he should derive soldiers, but whom of
the two handred thousand of eager and en-
rolled volunteers should be accepted ; and

party forbids the idea of granting them. If

monwealth he may be called to represent.

hence it was that the citizen soldiers, in con-

In periods of |
ublic tranquility, the strong hands and bold |

A constant source of J:fil to its institutions. |

Potter. In the course of his remarks he said
| no man would go from this place without heing

| & better man, a soldier and patriot.

| He then referred to the hattles of Lexington,
| Concord, Charlestown, and said that all the
| honor belonged to New England. In the
course of his remarks, he related many pleas-
ing anecdotes, and was listened to with deep
attention. The Company then marched to the
old Homestead, and lﬁ'nr registering their
| names, they partook of a han e collation,
repared by our worthy townsman, John Petti-
ne. After this they returned to the boat
highly pleased with their visit, and weré soon
' safely back in Washington. The company en-
‘Loya themselves finely, and the utmost good
umor prevailed throughout the whole trip.

Avmirar Bruar, commander of the French
fleet in the Black sea, whose death off Messina
was annonnced by the last steamer's papers,
was but fifty-nine years of age, and enjoyed a
high reputation in the French navy. iie was
in Alsatian, born at Colenar, May 26th, 1796,
educated at the Naval School of Brest, and in
1515 entered the Navy. In T827/he beeame a
lieutenant, and with that rank, commanded the
brig Adventure at the blockads of Algiers.
The brig ran aground and he and his crew
were cnfmn-ed and imprisoned in Al
rel "

giers until

t the taking of the city by the French.
He was then tried by court martial for the loss
of his vessel, but honorably acquitted. The
next year he became a captain, and in 1843
was sent to the Marquesas Islands to establish
the French rate there. Accomplishi
this, he Lbecume Governor of the French 1-1..3
in the Pacifie,

HAYER BOOKR AND BIBLES.—

Just received a lnrge assortment of
Prayer Dooks and Bibles. in all kind of bindings ;
the best assoriment, perhaps, 1o be found in the
country. |

Also, n large sssortment of English Books in |
History, Poetry, &o., and the best Americnn edi-
fiane on the same subjeots.

R. FARNHAM, ¥

- @ongressionul.

CTHIRTY-FOURTH CONGRUSS.
— :

FIRST SESSION.

Senate—Tuesday, December 18, 1855,

Memoriuls and petitions were presented and

apmzl'ual referred, us follows:
x r. SUMNER: From J. 8. Richardson ask-
ing an appropristion to make u practical experi-
ment of his patent atmospheric telegraph in trans-
witting intelligence, mail muwr,ogc.. under the
direction of the Posumaster General.

By Mr. MASON: From Elizabeth V. Lomax,
Umur!ivin child of Captain Wm. P. Lindeay,
of Lee’s legion of the Revolution, asking five
years' full pay of a captain of dragoons, with in-
lercst, :

By Mr. PRATT: From Susan T. Lea adminis-
tratrix of James Maglennen, uskiag compensa-
tion for property lost in the service of the United
States during the war of 1512, .

By Mr. JONES, of lowa: From Jonas P. Levy,
usking a revision by Congress of the action of the
First Comptroller of the Treasury upon the act
for the relief of the petitioner. The petitioner re-
quests Congress to call upon the Comptroller
for all the documents in the case, ncluding espe-
cially that 1o which he had been denied access,
or ‘which have been surreplitously suppressed.
When the documents are produced and examioned
the petittoner believes that they will clearly estab-
lish ull the grave charges which have been pre-
ferred, and that Congress will come to the conclu-
sion that the digaity of Congress requires that the
laws of Congress should be enforced against the
ministerial officers of the Government, and that
the petitioner is fully entitled to ample remunera:
tion for the losses originally sustained, to indemni-
fication for the delays, expenses, and eutrlﬁel to
which he has been ex by the illegal and
op ive conduet of the Cemptroller.

veral memorials and accompanying papers
were withdrawn from the files, on motion of Sen-
ators, for the purpose of being again referred to
appropriate commiliees, y

veral notices of bills velating to internal im-
provements were given.

Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso-
lution :

That there be paid out of the contin-
gent fund of the Senate to the Hon. Jesse D,
Bright the diflerence beiween the aihount now re-
ceived by him and the compensation of Vice
President, from the date of his election na Presi-
dent of the SBenate pro tempore 10 the close of his
service as such, sccording to the practice which
has heretolore prevailed.

Mr. CLAYTON observed that the tour last offi-
cers of the Senate had been paid in the manner
presented by the resolution, and “he presumed
there could be no objection to the immediate con-
sideration of the resolution,

The resolution was agreed to without a dissent-
ing voice.

r. BELL ssked the Senate to take up a reso-
lution, submited by him some days since, in re-
lation to the relurence of papers relating to pri-
vate claims, as well as privale bills on the enlen-
dar at ite last session, 1o the Commiltee of Claims.
An amendment had been offered by the Senator
from Maine, (Mr. Hamrix,) which was with the
originel resolution, A suggestion had been made
also by the Senator from Michigan that the safest
course would be to refer the whole subject to the
Commitiee of Claims for its investigation, to
which course he had no objection, and would
therefore make that motion.

Mr. FITZPATRICK adverted to the fact of
certain constituents of his having an interest in
a claim for property lost in 1836, which had alreasy
received the favorablg action of the Bequlu. and
which might be prejudiced by being subjected 10
delay, if embraced in the resolation or amendment.
On reflection, however, he believed it was a class
of claims for the consideration of the Court of
Claims, and he would make no objection 10 the
reference.

The resolution of Mr. Brun and the amead-
ment of Mr. HamLix were referred to the Com-
mittee of Claims.

And the Senate adjourned.

Honse of RHepresentatives,

Mr. WALKER rose 10 a personal explanation,
defending the Southern Know-nothings from the
attacks of the Mobile Register. saying that they
had not only been a target for the presses of the
country, but they bad been used here as * battle-
dore and shuttlecock™ by the Republicans on one
side, and 1the Democrats on the other. The Dem-
ocrais here, with obstinate party exclusiveness
‘before the Houge assembled, had nominated their
candidate and adopted resolutions which many of
the more considerate of them admit was an insult
and stigma on members on this floor. The facts
must be realized that, iff Southern Know-nothings,
on the opening of this contest, had thrown them-
selves into the ranks of the Democrats, the resuit
would have been a Freesoil organization. Thev
have prevented it. He denied that the Demoeratic
party is a national prrty, and claimed nationality
for the American party.

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvanin, said that that
State, instead of being represented by six Na
tional Democratic” voies 10-day. would have had
seventeen, had it not been for the Know-nothings,
who were there undersiood 10 be perfectly syn-
onymous with Freesailers. The gentleman cer-
tainly did not mean toampute to him, who offered
the resclution in caucuos, an intention ‘o insult
any individual or class. Democracy stands on
what they belivved 1o be in pringiple without com-
promise. .

Mr. ALLISON endorsed the idea of his col-
league, who is a National man. Had it not been
for the faet that the people of Pennsylvania cen-
demned the action of the last Congress, there
would now be seveuteen Democrats of that State
on this floor. But the Freesoil and Know nothing
parties united, and Pennsylvania was now repre-
sented by a mojority of bers who condemned
the Nebraska bill.

Mr. WALKER replied, saying, in course of his
remarks, that the adoption of the resolution by
the Democratic cancus shows what by no menns
is uncommon—the p;uﬂmus of all men o con-
found principles with party, seeming tm forget
that lh: two are essentially different.

If no ization was effected to.day, Mr.
Walker said he would be willing to meet in the
Hall this evening with those in favor of abiding
by the existing laws on the subject of slavery,
and admitting new Siates whether or not their
Constitutions recognize slavery, 10 confer and de-
vise a plan for organization. In this he believed
he expressed tne views of n majority of those
with whom he ncted.

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, said there was
only one true national party, and thet is the one
voting for Mr. Banks. [Leaughier.] The Demo-
crals represent d section—nothing else and noth-
ing better. J from Alabama had
shown that he belongs to u party as sectional as
that, for he admitted that he i= control'ed by the
same ideas, principles, and thoughts as the Demo-
cratic, party, which is in favor of the Nebrasks
and sas bill, and which makes everything sub-
servient to the extensipn and perp ion of the
divinity of human boudage.

Mr. ORR asked Mr, Wasnnuas when he was
elected 1o rens !

Mr. WASHBURN. Year before lnst,

Mr. ORR. Has not your parfy been since de-
feated, and the rats trivmphed 7

Mr. WASHBURN explained the position of
parties in Maine, declaring that the leading issue
was the liquor law. [Laughter.]

Mr.ORK. Iam to understand, then, that the
people of Maine like whisky better than fregdom.
|Applause, and wild ovtbursts of laughter | |
nsk another q 1 was you elected by Know-
nothings ? ’

Mr. WASHBURN. I am not sware that |
was, not being a member of the order. >

{'ltho colloquy between these gentlemen was
continued for sorge time. |

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennaylvnin, could tell
his collengue, Mr. Joxes, that would find gen-
tiemen here not afraid of the lp:llauon of Know.
Mi.f" and argued 10 show that the American
party is entirely distinot from the Freesoil party,
and voted in Penusylvania for Mr. Nicholson as
their candidate for Canal Commissioner. He and
his friends were now voting for Mr. Banxs for
Spenker, becavse no man stands fairer on the
American records than he, They consider Kan-
samNebraska an uestion.

Messrs. JON CAMPBELL, of Penn-
gluua, Tj.‘.“d into & long dhlo;:cﬁahowl that

ate's tios, keeping up a spirited fire, involy-
in, wnl explanations. cu

r. WASHRB E,of linois, asked Mr Joxgs,
whether he did not id mericanism and
Kow-uﬂlllwlﬂ r;Iw same thing !

Mr. JONES. No!' [aman American, bot have
notllim-b with Know-Nothingism, [langhter]
whie es no 10 the eountry.

Mr. WASHBURNE. [ undersiand the gentle-
man 1o say that the Democratic educus platform,
as he explaing it, offers no bar 1o Southern Know-
Nothi and Democrats com her ?

Mr. JONES. We will not take one plank from
our plattorms.  Our arms, however, are open to
every man differing from ns so soon as he repu-
diates his heresion.

Mr. WASHBURNE, in the course of his re-
marks asked Me, Jongs whether he and his friends

- would go iuto such l-c-:r.nv”w
he hlrhis mor be: “ﬂl‘h'ﬁﬂlﬂ.l‘.
:;u?lhuu: from Ailnbamh' .; (Mr. L

i

ALKENW.,
Mr. ORR. We will take that into considera-

ion.

Mr. JONES, The Democrats will meet in
caucus, with none but those standing on that
purty's well | principles.

Mr. \ qunlpuin;in the controversy
“iol‘ by his two _wm, O}H llli,'l. the nltm?.-
ty e miembers o ngress (rom Penusylvan
g e S e
that [ ue ate election.

Mr. E unm thosght the House needed re-
pose afterthe intellectual exercisesof the morning.
As much bad been said as the country eould digest
in two days. [Laughter,] nnd be wrusted the
House would now adjourn,

Cries of “No! no! and * call the roll.”

Mr.8S8MITH, of Vlm‘inla asked Mr. Campbell, of
Pennsylvania, whether Mr. Bunks bad cut him-
self alool from the American party.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Don't know. ,

Mr. CAMPBELL denied that Mr. Banxs had
withdrawn from that Ent . The Convention
which sominated Rockwell was called by the
American purty.

Mr. SMITH defined bis position, condemning
Freesoilism, approving of the fl)nggn festure of
Americanism, and declaring himself a natonal

man. :

Mr. GIDDINGS, plucing bimsell in front of the
Clerk’s
dom, and the building the Re

ican Chuarch up-

on a rock that the waves of lfall shall not prevail | basis

nstit. 2
Mr, LETCHER called Mr. Gippines' atiention:
to the resolution offered by the later and adopled
in a Republican meeting, insisting that a majority
of Freesoilers b placed upon the standing com-
mitiees, and akking various questions concern-

img it.

‘&r. GIDDINGS remarked that he uoderstood
every Northern man to be pledged to that doc-
trine.

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, said no such reso-
lution was a test for him.

Mr. GIDDINGS exclaimed, #God forgive me
for voting fora man who was not in heart and
conscierce with it.”

Mr. BANKS desired to say that if any such res-
g:uliun wnL 'd:?i"i?& it h:du ;f_m;dew

r approva obody ask hjm for p

Mr. GIDDINGS was frequently interrupted,
answering various interrogations irom all quar:
tws. [Lively times dud great confusion.]

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL aualyzed the
Democratic party, showing its discordant ele-
ments ; the question of squatter sovereignty call-
ing forth Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvanin, in expla-
nation—be claimed nationality for his party, which
like the Democratic party, have no terms of com-
promise 10 offer or accept. They ask no quarter
and regard no men as Americnos exvepl those
who stand ou the Philadelphia plutiorn. He was
irequently interrupted by applanse from his friends,
and was listened 1o with murked attention.

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, obtaived the foor,
and the House adjourned.

Seuate—Weduesday, December 19, 1855,
rmrmng PRESENTED, E1C. -

Mr. CLAYTON p ted several Is,
all praying indemnity for spoliations committed
by lEu ;renclx prior to 1800. In presenting these
memoriuls, Mr. C. said that he should nol move
their relerence to any committee, but would sut-
fer them to lie oo the table for the present. He
desired, however, to avail himseli of this oppor-
tunity to make a single remark. The veto mes-
sage of the President came in at 5o late an bhoor
of the last session, that no upgoruwi!y was nfford-
ed for a full discussion of it. It was one which he
was exceedingly anxious to discuss, und in refer-
ence o which he would say now, that the single
id-a upon which the whole message was predi-
cuted was an error—an error of facl. The mes-
rage procecded on the ground that the claims of
these petitioners were paid uunder the treaty of
Louisiana of 1502, The whole question was thus
reduced to a question of fnct. 11 it was true that
these claims had been paid under that treaty,there
ought 10 be an end of them. 10 on the vther hand,
it was not true, and if that was the only ground
upon which the Presideot based his veto message,
the claims ought 10 be paid. When the veto mes-
suge came in at the last ses=ion, he wns conscious
ol the tuet that there existed in the Department of
State testimony which would completely refute
the idea entertained by the President, that these
claims had been paid under the treaty of 1802,
There were to be found the names of all the

there were also the names of all who elaimed in-
demnity. The two lists bad since been published;
and it appears that not a single one of those
who ask for indemnity from this Government on
account of these spoliations is included in the
number of those who were paid under the treaty.
He merely rose to make this remark ; and at some
future day he should eall up these petnions for the
pur, of considering the subjeet more fully.

’Ill’::.;nemoﬁuh were lnid on the table.

Mr. RUSK presented the petition of James
ﬂsrrinponl;: Ia r:r‘on the Smithsonian grounds,

rayiog to be allowed extra compensation; which
gru’ ::ferred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Captain
Joln B. Montgomery, of the United States lr::y,
praying to be releared from his liability for an
unpaid balance of public money entrusted to him
for reciuiting purposes, and lost by the failure of
the bank in which it was deposited ; which wans
refered to the Committee on Nuval Affuirs.

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial
of Urish P. Levy, late Captain in the Navy of
the United States, complaining of the aétion of
the Naval Boardconslituied under the act of Con-
gress of February 25, 1855; which was refered to
the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a similiar memor-
ial from Peter Wager, late u master in the United
Siates Navy; which was refered 1o the same
Committee.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED.

Mr. FOOT presented the following resolution,
which was ngreed (o ;

Resolved, That the Oommittee on Pensions be
directed to inguite into the expediency of ex-
tending the bepefits of the existing pension laws
to the surviving officers and soldiers of the war of
1512, and 1o the widows and minor children of
those who are deceased.

RESOLUTION SUBMITTKD.

Mr. JONES of Tennessee snbmitted the follow-
ing resoluticn, and asked its immediate consider-
ation:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be
directed to furnish the Seonte with a copy of the
proceedings of the Board of Navy rs ap-

inted ander annct of Congress passed on the

h day of Febronry, 1555, entitled “an aet to
promote the efficiency of the Navy,” embracing
snch ch as have been preferred against the
seversl cers of the Navy who bave been dis-
missed from the public service or placed on the
reserved list.

Mr. BRODHEAD suggesied the propriety of
nllowing the resolution 1o lie over a few days, in
consequence of the absence of the chairman of
the Committee on Naval Affairs, (Mr. Marrozy.)

Mr. JONES made no objection to thas sourse.

Mr. CLAYTON thought the subject t to be

dered in ive session ; otherwise great
injury might be doneto many persons whose con-
Elc':‘rd hnd n under consideration by the Naval

Mr. BUTLER concurred in the same opinion.

After some further debate, the resolution was
Iaid over.

The Senate went into executive session, and
after some time adjourned.

House of Rep resentatives,
Mr. THORINGTON withdrew the resolution
which he ' providing for the
electionof a Spenker by y vote. He did
this to aocommodate gentlemen who hud express-
ed a derire to again vote for ker, wiva voee.
It was his intention 1o renew the resalution to-
dny or to-morrow.
r. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, who was entitlsd
to the floor on that proposition, said there were
some points in the discussion of yesterday 1o |
which he wished to reply, and particularly 1o re-
spond to the gentleman Kentncky, (Mr. .
panEy Mansnais) who proposed 1o read of
the American party every member of thiy
who was not willing 10 come hither A
lock on his longue. He was willing 1o meet the
gentleman, agreeing as he did him on the
material points of Americanism, on the one hand,

the other. He desired 1o throw no obstacle in
the way of an organization, and trusted the House
would now proceed 1o the election of a s

The roll was called, and the fol ng an-
nonnced nsthe resalt
Mr.Bﬂlh-..-.......;.......-...--Im

Richardson
Fuller,
Lelter.oooue..

Williams. .

R L ]

Whola number of votes ............218
Necossary 108 ehoioe... «o.cfvuues 110

\declaimed spiritedly 'n fuvor of free- | ted,

claimants who were paid under that treaty, and | ;

and the unbroken rhlna of Nebraska men on | 4,
r

views of Mr. FuLLxm, he should have suffered his
ﬂ%w to wither belore he voted for bhim.
+KELLY anhdm 1o his colleague, Mr. Wait-

NEY, saying, the

5
f
:
5
i
;

Freesoilisiu. - '

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, having been
interrogated by Mr. WaLkzg, said that he should
vole against a tion 10 restore the Missouri
restriction, heing in favor of arresting agitation on
the ll“er&?uulio:- :

Messrs. LAKE, WALKER, and READY, sev-
erally expressed themselves satisfied with Mr.
Foriee's tion. !

Bk o e el 1 14
n as o gen s views, and there-
fore would vote for Mr '

Mr. CAMPBELL of Kentucky the
American party, and condemned the §tions, par-
ticularly the “Black Republicans.”

r'!‘.'g gentlemen named in the hns)lngumuu
of the proceedings were applauded from time 1o
time, and oqcug.nl there were hisses. Much
confusion, now and then prevailed,

After further seedings, the resull of another

vote was annonnced; namely:

For Mr. Banks.. . oeencerrcaenacns 106
Richardson......... 1%
Fuller....... o
Leiter..ccvvuan P
D. D. Campbell. . :

2
1
1
1

Foster...c.ouue.
Penni vons
8.8 Marshall,.
Willinms . svernas

Pl asssssssicssssnsssnnsns

- a0 @

Whole number of votes. .. v.....224
‘Necessury 10 8 choico.ses vveens. 113
Mr. NICHOLS called attention to the fact that
there had been not only indecorous bul indecent
manifestations in the galleries ; some of the per-
sons there having indulged in hisses and applause.
Mr. JONES of Teonessce thought members
themselves ought 1o set a better example. He
was oppored 10 proscribing the people from the
galleries,

The House, in confusion, adjourned.
Important from the U. 8. North Pacific
Exploring Expedition.

U. 8. Sare Vntclnus.u

N. Pacific Exploring, Expedition

Francisco.

* * ‘* * * *
When off the const of Kamachatks, with
Maury’s line and Brooke's lead, boitom was
aobtained from a depth of 1,700 fathoms. The
specimen was immediately put under a micro-
scope of 500 linear, and were seen in-
fuscria that were probably alive before being
relieved of the enormous pressute at that depth.
Many of them were fresﬁ and clear, with the
coutral brown discoloration which indicates

St
went t
p- These quills were
with the tenacious sediment
n apparently the same condition in which it
was when forced into them. One was taken,
a , cut open, and the middle
gﬂu,phnie adhesive as the clay ready

the potter, was taken out and examined—
&t‘a;?m presented the same appearance, of
n v,

have reliable grounds upou which to base their
opinions, as to the living condition of these
infusoria at the time of captare, the quill
“‘“‘w’"&“m"“‘“‘”” o vk of siee
8 a tin vi

and s00n ev m?:g relating to the
e wﬁd tl:: the Unibd',‘ States,
and” originator is great system of
oceanic sounding will have & new link, with
hich have, b bi: - of g'anenl- o
w! ve, wer ization,
been mminuﬁ'{'m to commerce ndol::

science. from 2,700 fathoms have
algo been ned, atthattime the contri-
vance of the uills had not been applied.

19th Oectober. steamer, ar-

rived last night—excellent results. She bringu
in the “l’"!fﬂlh]im- f
Commodore Rogers has not missed any op-
portunity ipm;g.m:.of uumg
experiments, so expedition not
saved jtself, but has exceeded the sanguine u{
peotations of its warmest friends.
The conduet of Commodore Rogers in Ja-
! iwm“ l;ili the misunderstood
treaty, those who,
through the Amm :&Mmod, ave become
unintrd with the eircumstances.
tis probable that a brisk trade will soon
exist between Japan and California. The car-

of the Caroline F. from that -
s:ld at an immense profit. A wmm
about to sail for Simoda.” English men-of- war

| Russians fear
o . o e B
at once.—. ing Post.

the National Guard aholished, and a perma-
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Mr. WHITNEY defended and explained the




